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Dwight Donald Elam

SEP 12, 1951 - DEC 19, 2023

D wight Donald Elam, 72, of Lexington, KY, and Fort Myers, FL, passed away on
December 19, 2023. He was born September 12, 1951, to James and JoAnn
(Stokley) Elam in Lexington, KY.

While Dwight and Becky have called Fort Myers their home for over twenty years, their journey
with the Lord has taken them on many adventures.

Dwight was proud of being a Timothy of Broadway Christian Church, where he had many great
Biblical mentors. Dwight and Becky met through a Christian Church rally and went to Bryan
Station High School, graduating in 1969. They married on June 12, 1970, and Dwight graduated
from Milligan College (TN) in 1973 with degrees in Education and Ministry. While at Milligan,
they welcomed their first child, Christina Kelly.

Moving back to Lexington, Dwight and Becky served in ministry at Berea Christan Church, where
they welcomed their second child, Andrew Scott, in 1977. Soon after Scott’s birth, they moved to
Griffith, IN, where they served in ministry at Griffith First Christian Church.

From that ministry, they went to the mountains of Eastern Kentucky, where Dwight was a
professor at Kentucky Christian College. He served as a coach on several ball teams as well. He
served as a minister at Lower Grassy Church of Christ.

They arrived in Versailles, KY, in 1982 and called Woodford County home for over a decade.
Dwight and Becky served in ministry at Peyton’s Lick Christan Church for several years and then
stepped out of “paid” ministry while Scott and Christi were of youth group age. He owned an
Elam Electric in KY and FL and would be proud to say he drove himself to the hospital from

work.

The Elams were active members of Broadway Christan Church, where they made many special
friends and shared many special memories. These include countless shared meals, Behold the
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Lamb Easter Musical Productions, Christmas productions that include live sheep and donkeys,
and Dwight’s beloved Broadway Christian Church Softball team, where he played and coached
for many years.

Once Scott and Christi were out of the house, he returned to full-time ministry, moving to serve
at Port Charlotte (FL)First Christian Church. After a stint in FL, they moved to Georgetown, KY, to
serve at Northside Christian Church. Once the grandchildren were born, he felt called to come
back to Florida to see the kids grow up, and he was fortunate enough to see the boys grow up next
door. He served as the minister at First Christian Church Punta Gorda until his passing.

While those are the facts, there are countless stories of lives changed eternally through the
ministry of Dwight and Becky. There are hundreds of baptisms, weddings, and funerals.
Thousands of phone calls and hospital visits. Their ministry has and will continue to impact the
lives of generations. He was a youth minister, minister, coach, rev, and mentor to many who are
now in the ministry. Many generations are raising their children in the love of the Lord because
of their ministry. The Lord called him at a young age to be his disciple and a tent-maker. He was
so grateful for that opportunity and for being a humble servant of the Lord.

Dwight and Becky didn'’t retire to Florida. They were busy working but also found time to be
active community members. Dwight was proud of his service to the Sons of the American
Revolution, the Masons, the Shriners, the Jamestown Society, the Sons of the Union, the 1812
Descendents Society, and the Descendents of American Farmers. He served in various capacities
locally, statewide, and nationally for The Sons of the Amerian Revolution (SAR). He proudly
served as the Chaplain General of the Sons of the American Revolution.

Dwight is preceded in passing by many friends and family, including parents JoAnn and James
Elam, his son-in-law, and co-worker Ed Cerwinsky:.

Dwight leaves his loving memory behind with his immediate family, Becky, wife of 53 years,
Christi Elam Cerwinsky(daughter), Scott and Katie Elam (son and daughter-in-law), and his
beloved grandchildren, Trey and Trier Cerwinsky, Jackson Cerwinsky, Madelyn, and Olivia Elam.

Dwight's family has entrusted Fort Myers Memorial Gardens with the care of his final
arrangements. A celebration of life will be held on December 30, 2023, at First Christian Church
of Punta Gorda, 4124 Taylor Rd, Punta Gorda, FL 83950, at 2 pm. Please join family and friends
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for a pie supper reception following the service. Feel free to bring a favorite pie to share in the
buffet. The service will be live-streamed at Firstchristianchurchpg.com.
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Events

Celebration of Life

ﬁ Saturday, December 30, 2023

(® 2:00PMET

@ First Christian Church of Punta Gorda.

4124 Taylor Rd, Punta Gorda FL 33950
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=26.901291,-82.015476

Tribute Wall Dwight Donald Elam
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Gary Manchester posted:

| don't know how to respond. I'm still in denial. | will miss you my good friend. Thank you for
everything. I'm frightened now that | don't have you to talk to. I'll really miss your hand on my
shoulder as you walked passed me every Sunday. You lifted me up at my lowest point in my life. You
brought me closer to The Lord with every word you spoke. Much love Pastor Dwight. Till we meet
again...

January 6 at 6:31 PM

Anonymous sent a Full Of Love Bouquet to the Elam family.

December 29 at 7:39 PM

Dan Foss posted:
Dwight was a true blessing to us and we are grateful for his inspirational legacy.

December 29 at 6:46 PM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Elam family.

December 29 at 6:38 PM

Dan And Nancy Foss planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Dwight.

December 29 at 6:38 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Dwight.

December 29 at 5:29 AM
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Anonymous sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the Elam family.

December 29 at 4:20 AM

Staff At Hindman Settlement School planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Dwight.

December 29 at 4:20 AM

Melanie Legros posted:

.

We are so grateful for Dwight's encouragement and support as well as for baptizing and marrying us.
God endowed him with so much wisdom and love. He truly had a heart to serve the Lord. Lord, bring
his family peace and strength as they go forward.Dennis and Melanie

December 29 at 3:58 AM

Eileen V (Wilcox) Felix posted:

Dwight brought happiness, laughter, and joy to everyone who knew him. | will never forget his
thoughtfulness and guidance as my youth minister and educator at KCC. May God bring peace and
comfort to the Elam family.

December 27 at 9:30 PM

Eileen (Wilcox) Felix sent a Medium Dish Garden to the Elam family.

December 27 at 9:24 PM

Eileen (Wilcox) Felix planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Dwight.

December 27 at 9:24 PM
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Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style to the Elam family.

December 25 at 8:52 AM

Ladies Auxillary Withlacoochee Chapter planted a Memorial Tree in honor of
Dwight.

December 25 at 8:52 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Elam family.

December 25 at 8:48 AM

Woody Riehm And Judy Colleran, Rick And Rickie Freshley, Carol Sahovey And
Bill Mackmin planted a grove of 3 Memorial Trees in honor of Dwight.

December 24 at 10:27 AM

Carol And Mike Kocon posted:

| have such wonderful memories of Dwight and Becky while he served as youth pastor at our church
in Griffith, Indiana. Our familles were raising our young children at that time, and he and Becky were a
great support. | remember Dwight loved his Mountain Dew and had a pop machine put in the church!
Love to Becky and her family. We'll be praying for you.

December 24 at 8:37 AM

Mary R Cox posted:

We will be keeping you in our prayers through this journey - such a huge loss but such a wonderful
life. We love you @9 Mary Ruth and Ed Cox

December 23 at 6:50 PM
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Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Elam family.

December 23 at 1:37 PM

Patsy French shared a photo to the Tribute Wall aloum.

This is how | will always remember Coach. He was so proud and excited to marry Trey
and Trier. Gone too soon but in God's arms. Prayers to the family

December 23 at 11:36 AM

Tina Durham posted:

We are so sorry for your loss. Dwight married my husband and | at Northside and a few short years
later, he baptized us. He was there for the birth of our daughter and was a wonderful minister and
friend. Thank you for sharing him with us and so many others throughout the years. | have no doubt
that when he entered Heaven, he heard the words he would quote so often, "Well done my good and
faithful servant." Rest now and know that we will continue your work here on earth. Until we meet

December 23 at 10:55 AM
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Patsy French shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. December 23 at 11:36 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Dwight by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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